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Overall Comments 

 
Thank you for sending me assignment 2. I gather that you are attending the ‘Big Draw’                

day with  
me and will pick your work up then. 
What a delight it was to remove the work from the portfolio! I have all the work set out in                    

the  
studio and it is clear that this is a very successful assignment 2. You made a good start in  
assignment 1 but have really exploited your strengths here. 
Your approach was just right for still life but you may have to challenge yourself in                

different  
ways as you move through the assignments. 
 

Feedback on assignment  
Demonstration of technical and Visual Skills, Quality of Outcome, Demonstration of Creativity  

  
The detailed drawing in paint piece works well as does the second version. The structure 
of the composition in both versions hangs together successfully. The slightly altered 
perspective in version one looks deliberate and works fully within the composition. The 
swirling cloth draped over the fruit in painting 2 is very well executed. 
I can see that you know and understand the ‘rules’ of perspective from the painting of the 
kitchen where you have used perspective accurately but without losing the life within the 
view. 
 
The large painting on paper ‘colour to evoke mood’ is visually stunning for this level; the 
composition is inventive and unusual; the textures are working very well as is the colour. 

 

 



 
The ink is working well as it has given you some clean colour to set against each other to 
form a cohesive whole. 
 
Each painting on the large sheet ‘exploring complimentary colours’ is working very well 
indeed. Using a coloured prepared ground really gives them some resonance. There is 
some very good paint handling here. Have a look at some of Valasquez’s work close up 
and see how open the handling is, Goya also. These little paintings are also reminiscent 
of some of Matisse’s work in the early 20th Century (Fauve). 
 
 
I am comparing the next to works ‘colour accuracy’ and ‘still life with flowers’; the colour 
accuracy one has the edge for me, just, there is not much in it really but maybe both 
suffer from a slight overuse of white as a cure all in terms of the highlights. This is 
confirmed for me when I re look at the small paintings where you have used the prepared 
ground. Maybe the colour is a little literal and does not evoke enough of an atmosphere 
and specific feel. These are still two successful pieces though as they both contain some 
very effective handling and use of paint coupled with some effective use of composition.  
 
What a successful group of still life paintings you have made for the assignment piece. 
Working is a series of 4 has really allowed you to open up the subject and the 
development of your ideas within  a particular genre. All four have good composition, 
colour and a sense of light to them. They are all different even though based on a similar 
theme. 
The thing about these four works is that you have pushed the idea of still life on beyond 
the norm and made it your own; your own voice is emerging here. In number 4 it is 
almost as if a magic trick has just been performed that alters reality and gravity which 
you have executed very well due to the manipulation of the ellipses and different ways of 
interpreting the objects; you have created a new world. 
Through each one you have taken more risks with colour and composition and feel that 
they have and it has worked; you have challenged yourself; the combination of painting 
and drawing in 3 and 4 is operating very well also. 
 
Sketchbooks  
Demonstration of technical and Visual Skills, Demonstration of Creativity  

 
These support and expand on you larger work; this is inventive and enquiring sketchbook              

work  
which you must endeavour to maintain. the loose bound small paintings; yes they are              

paintings 
contain some very inventive interpretations where you have opened out the possibilities            

even  
more. It is a pity that you have put holes in them! I had to cut the string off to see them                      

properly 
 
Learning Logs or Blogs/Critical essays  
Context  
 
The blog is clear and well presented. It is very extensive and maybe a little overdone in                 

terms of  

 



 
amount. You could try to little less biographical about artists that you look at and say a                 

little  
more about what the work means to you as a practitioner. You are self critical but you                 

could be  
more comparative in discussing which pieces are more successful saying why. If I am              

honest  
there is a vast amount of information to trawl through but but essentially you are making  
relevant points. Enabling the viewer to access these more easily would benefit the  
feel of the blog. 
 
Suggested reading/viewing  
Context  
 
For the next assignment have a look at how Degas articulates the figure in his paintings.                
Van Gogh also. Bonnard and Vuillard’s interpretations of the figure should interest you. 
Learn from Freud in how his use of paint turns it into flesh and bone and character. Look                  
at Stanley Spencer also. Look at Auerbach and Oscar Kokoshka for their expressive paint              
use.  Matisse’s Fauve portraits will help you deal with more of a colour range.  
For painters who are working now check out Jenny Saville, Charlotte Steel and Jesse Leroy               
Smith. Try to assimilate what you look at. 
  
Try to include more painters who are working today and from the recent past who use                
still life as source. I will leave this to you to see what you come up with. A couple of                    
names are Fedden and Blackadder, Caroline Styles might interest you as would Stephen             
Chambers and Ben Levine. 
 
Pointers for the next assignment 
 

• Continue your professional and thorough approach to your painting 
• Continue to develop and expand ideas on the themes that you are asked to deal 

with 
• Maintain your ambition and willingness to try things 
• Maybe try to adjust the balance of the blog so that it is less historical and more 

relevant to your practice. 
 
 
Other 
 
This was a very successful assignment 2 which should give you confidence to proceed 
with an open and enquiring attitude; you have good ideas which you can express through 
paint which you should exploit as you move forward. 
 

I understand your aim is to go for the Painting Degree and that you plan to submit your                  
work for assessment at the end of this course. From the work you have shown in this                 
assignment, and providing you commit yourself to the course, I suggest that you are likely               
to be successful in the assessment. 
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